With the Sunday snow lightly blanketing the streets, the perfect ambience is set on
the morning of Tanashi High School’s Chorus Competition. As I waited outside the venue
with the other teachers, laughter and conversation slowly filled the air as students gathered.
Excitement, with a hint of nervousness, present in every voice. It was a refreshing sight to
see all the students so lively this early in the morning. Having heard their practices faintly
echo throughout the school over the last couple of months, I, too, was very excited to

experience the fruit of their efforts.

At first, I wasn’t expecting much from the venue. From personal experience, the
high school choir performances in Hong Kong take place on a simple theater with a small
stage. Most of the time they were unremarkable. However, this is not one of those times. I
was completely awe-struck with how grandiose the theater was. A large stage facing a larger
audience with a majestic pipe organ towering over both. A beautiful theater that demanded
perfection. Looking at it made me feel nervous for the students as I wondered if their
performances could match it’s standards. Yet, as the lights darkened and the first class
walked onto the stage, I felt at ease seeing how unphased they were about the setting. The
first-year performances were outstanding. Although I didn’t know any Japanese, it was clear
that there was passion in their voices. The harmonies and piano accompaniment were a joy
to experience live. My expectations were thoroughly blown out of the water as I found

myself forgetting to take pictures while taking in their songs.




With the last first-year class exiting the stage, intermission began with lunch.
Students scattered around the venue outside the theater. Everyone in high spirits as they
enjoyed this time off their regular school schedules. Even I was more relaxed away from my
work schedule. That was until a co-teacher informed me of my position in a teacher
performance. A performance I knew absolutely nothing about. It has been six years since my
last on-stage performance, and I was very visibly nervous. A large part of me wanted to ask if
I could be exempted from the performance, but I remembered how much effort the students
put into today. It inspired me to do the same. Although I was going to miss out on the
second-year performances, I locked myself in a room and practiced the song for as long as I
could. The performance I gave was, I admit, mediocre, but it was a blast to sing with my

fellow teachers on the stage.

The day ended with awards. My absence in the second half of the competition
means [ can’t give any opinion on the second-year performances. I truly regret not being
able to see them live. Still a huge congratulations to 2-4 for taking home gold! Plus, a very
deserving victory for 1-6 for being first overall amongst the first years. I should have known
that a class that is notoriously loud would have amazing singing potential. Yet, I believe that
every class should be proud of the work and passion they put into that day. The effort put
into every performance makes me even more excited to attend next year. Thank you all for a
wonderful experience and I hope that the memories, laughter, and joy remain with you for a

lifetime.
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